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A U.S. aircraft carrier and its crew have fought Houthi attacks for 
months. How long can it last? 


Figther jets maneuver on the deck of the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower in the Red Sea on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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A U.S. aircraft carrier and its crew have fought Houthi attacks for 
months. How long can it last? 


From Front 


By LOLITA C. BALDOR and 
JON GAMBRELL 
Associated Press 
ABOARD THE USS DWIGHT 
D. EISENHOWER IN THE RED 
SEA (AP) — The combat 
markings emblazoned on 
the F/A-18 fighter jet tell 
the story: 15 missiles and six 
drones, painted in black 
just 
below 
the 
cockpit 
windshield. 
As the jet sits on the deck 
of the USS Dwight D. Eisen- 
hower aircraft carrier in the 
Red Sea, its markings illu- 
minate the enemy targets 
that it's destroyed in recent 
months 
and 
underscore 
the intensity of the fight to 
protect commercial ship- 
ping from persistent missile 
and drone attacks by the 
Iranian-backed Houthi reb- 
els in Yemen. But they also 
hint at the fatigue setting 
in, as the carrier, its strike 
group and about 7,000 sail- 
ors close in on their ninth 
month waging the most 
intense running sea battle 
since World War II. That rais- 
es difficult questions about 
what comes next as U.S. 
military and defense lead- 
ers wrangle over how they 
will replicate the carrier's 
combat power if the ship 
returns home to Norfolk, 
Virginia. Already, the car- 
rier's deployment has been 
extended twice, and sailors 
post dark memes around 
the ship about only get- 
ting one short break during 
their steadily growing tour. 
Some worry they could be 
ordered to stay out even 
longer as the campaign 
drags on to protect global 
trade in the vital Red Sea 
corridor. 
At the Pentagon, leaders 
are wrestling with what has 
become a thorny but famil- 
iar debate. Do they bow to 
Navy pressure to bring the 
Eisenhower and the other 
three warships in its strike 
group home or heed U.S. 
Central Command's plea 
to keep them there lon- 
ger? And if they bring them 
home — what can replace 
them? 
U.S. officials say that they're 
weighing all options and 
that a decision is expected 
in the coming weeks. 


U.S. commanders in the 
Middle East have long ar- 
gued that they need an air- 
craft carrier in the volatile 
region. They say that it's an 
effective deterrent to keep 
Iran in check and that the 
ship gives them critical and 
unique war-fighting capa- 
bilities against the Houthis, 
who say their attacks are 
aimed at bringing an end 
to the Israel-Hamas war in 
the Gaza Strip. 
The massive ship is a flex- 
ible, floating flight line that 
can launch fighter jets on 
a moment's notice, without 
any of the limits that host 
nations in the Middle East 
can place on Air Force air- 
craft taking off from bases 
on their soil. And those 
carrier-based jets can get 
within striking distance of 
Houthi 
weapon 
systems 
quickly 
without 
crossing 
borders. 
"What the carrier brings is 
an offensive platform that's 
mobile, agile and doesn't 
have any access, basing or 
overflight restrictions," said 
retired Marine Gen. Frank 
McKenzie, 
who 
headed 
U.S. Central Command for 
three years, ending in 2022. 
"It's sovereign U.S. territory. 
You can do as you want 
with those airplanes on that 
carrier. So that gives you 
enormous flexibility when 
you consider response op- 
tions across the region." 
Rear Adm. Marc Miguez 


— who commands Carrier 
Strike Group Two, which in- 
cludes the Eisenhower and 
supporting ships — agrees 
that the aircraft carrier is 
crucial to America's mili- 
tary. 
"Every time that there's a 
crisis on the globe, what's 
the first thing the president 
asks? 'Where are the U.S. 
aircraft carriers?'" Miguez 
told The Associated Press 
during a visit to the Eisen- 
hower and the USS Laboon, 
one of the guided-missile 
destroyers accompanying 
it. 
On any given day, Navy 
F/A-18s roar off the Eisen- 
hower and take out Houthi 
missiles or drones preparing 
to launch. The U.S. warships 
have fired volleys of Toma- 
hawk missiles into Yemen 
to destroy warehouses of 
weapons, communications 
facilities and other targets. 
Pentagon 
leaders 
worry 
that without the Eisenhow- 
er, they will need to tap 
more Air Force fighter jets 
based in surrounding coun- 
tries, including Qatar, Sau- 
di Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates. 
But many Arab nations 
place flight or other restric- 
tions on the types of offen- 
sive strikes the U.S. can do 
from their land because of 
regional sensitivities. Others 
worry about triggering an- 
other war between Saudi 
Arabia and Yemen or in- 


flaming tensions with Iran. 
U.S. military leaders say the 
U.S. can adapt and get 
forces where they need to 
be. But that can require 
longer fighter jet flights from 
distant bases, requiring re- 
fueling 
capabilities 
and 
presenting other hurdles. 
Extending the Eisenhower's 
deployment again is an 
option — but for many, it's 
the least desirable. 
Navy leaders worry about 
the sailors, who actually 
have been able to see in- 
coming 
Houthi-launched 
missiles 
seconds 
before 
they are destroyed by the 
ship's defensive strikes. And 
officials in the Pentagon 
are talking about how to 
care for the sailors when 
they return home, including 
counseling and treatment 
for possible post-traumatic 
stress. Miguez also notes 
the strain on the ships them- 
selves. "We are constantly 
reminding the Department 
of Defense that we're going 
to need to take a respite 
and a break, to try and get 
back to maintenance," he 
said. "These ships are float- 
ing around in seawater. 
They're steel, and they re- 
quire a lot of maintenance. 
And when you run them 
past red lines, when you 
run them past scheduled 
maintenance 
activities, 
you have to pay those off 
somewhere down the line." 
A third option would be 


sending other ships — per- 
haps another carrier — 
to take the Eisenhower's 
place. But the massive ships 
are relatively rare. The U.S. 
operates 11, which is about 
40% of the total number 
worldwide. Other countries 
have only one or two. 
The U.S. could turn to 
France or the United King- 
dom, which each have 
one, for at least a tempo- 
rary stint in the Red Sea. U.S. 
officials have insisted that 
protecting the sea lanes is 
a multinational effort and 
having an ally take a turn 
could reinforce that mes- 
sage. It could give the U.S. 
enough breathing room to 
get another American car- 
rier there, perhaps late this 
year. 
Of the 11 U.S. carriers, four 
are deployed, three are 
in training and preparing 
to deploy, and four are in 
routine maintenance and 
repair, which usually lasts 
about a year or more. 
The USS John C. Stennis, 
however, is undergoing its 
major, mid-life overhaul, 
which can last about four 
years and calls for the re- 
placement and upgrading 
of the ship's nuclear pro- 
pulsion system and other 
critical radar, communica- 
tions, electronics and com- 
bat components. A carrier's 
lifespan is about 50 years. 
One carrier is always based 
in Japan and does regional 
patrols and exercises, and 
another is generally de- 
ployed to the Asia-Pacific. 
That focus on Asia reflects 
the long-stated belief that 
China is America's top stra- 
tegic challenge, and 60% 
of U.S. naval forces are 
based in the Pacific. The 
rest are Atlantic-based. 
A third carrier is off South 
America's 
west 
coast, 
heading 
toward 
Japan, 
leaving the Eisenhower as 
the only one in the Middle 
East or Europe. 
Lacking a carrier, another 
option would be to deploy 
the USS Wasp, a large am- 
phibious assault ship now 
in Europe that carries F-35 
fighter jets. Those jets do 
short takeoffs and vertical 
landings, so they can do 
strike missions off smaller 
ships.q 


The USS aircraft carrier Dwight D. Eisenhower, also known as 'IKE', sails in the Red Sea on Wednesday, 
June 12, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Biden 
administration 
on 
Tuesday approved a new 
$360 million weapons sale 
to Taiwan, sending the is- 
land hundreds of armed 
drones, missile equipment 
and related support mate- 
rial, the State Department 
said in a statement that is 
sure to draw condemna- 
tion from China. 
The announcement was 
not 
unexpected 
but 
it 
comes at a time of high 
tension between Washing- 
ton and Beijing, which re- 
gards Taiwan as part of its 
territory and has vowed to 
consolidate by force if nec- 
essary. 
The sale includes 291 Altius- 
600M systems, which are 
unmanned aerial vehicles, 


or drones, with warheads. 
It also includes 720 Switch- 
blade drones known as 
“extended-range loitering 
munitions,” the State De- 
partment said. 
It said the sale “serves U.S. 
national, economic, and 
security interests by sup- 
porting the recipient’s con- 
tinuing efforts to modern- 
ize its armed forces and 
to maintain a credible de- 
fensive capability.” It will 
“help improve the security 
of the recipient and assist 
in maintaining political sta- 
bility, military balance, and 
economic progress in the 
region,” the department 
said. 
Taiwanese 
President 
Lai 
Ching-te thanked the U.S. 
for approving the latest 


arms sale to Taiwan dur- 
ing a press conference 
Wednesday in Taipei. He 
said 
such 
authorizations 
help to maintain peace 
and stability in the Taiwan 
Strait. 
“In the future, we will con- 
tinue to strengthen Tai- 
wan’s 
national 
defense 
strength, whether through 
… military purchases or our 
own efforts,” he said. 
The U.S. statement claimed 
that the latest weapons 
transfer would not affect 
the military balance in the 
region. 
The announcement was 
not unusual, although the 
U.S. and China have in 
recent months sought to 
smooth tense relations.q 


Hong Kong activists and supporters in Taiwan hold a protest 
commemorating the 10th anniversary of the 2014 umbrella 
movement and the fifth anniversary of the anti-extradition law 
amendment bill movement in Taipei, Taiwan, Sunday, June 
9, 2024. Banners read “ Fight for democracy, Hong Kong and 
Taiwan stand together. “ 
Associated Press 


U.S. approves new $360 million arms sale to Taiwan for drones, 
related equipment 


By VALERIE GONZALEZ and 
JUAN A. LOZANO 
Associated Press 
HOUSTON (AP) — Hundreds 
of thousands of immigrants 
had reason to rejoice when 
President Joe Biden un- 
veiled a highly expansive 
plan to extend legal status 
to spouses of U.S. citizens 
but, inevitably, some were 
left out. 
Claudia Zúniga, 35, married 
in 2017, or 10 years after her 
husband came to the Unit- 
ed States. He moved to Ci- 
udad Juarez, Mexico, after 
they wed, knowing that, by 
law, he had to live outside 
the country for years to gain 
legal status. 
“Our lives took a 180-degree 
turn,” she said. 
Biden announced Tuesday 
that his administration will, 
in coming months, allow 
U.S. citizens’ spouses with- 
out legal status to apply for 
permanent residency and 
eventually citizenship with- 
out having to first depart the 
country for up to 10 years. 
About 500,000 immigrants 
may benefit, according to 
senior administration offi- 
cials. 
To qualify, an immigrant 
must have lived in the Unit- 
ed States for 10 years and 
be married to a U.S. citizen, 


both as of Monday. Zúni- 
ga’s husband is ineligible 
because he wasn’t in the 
United States. 
“Imagine, it would be a 
dream come true,” said 
Zúniga, who works part time 
in her father’s transporta- 
tion business in Houston. 
“My husband could be with 
us. We could focus on the 
well-being of our children.” 
Every immigration benefit 


even those as sweeping as 
Biden’s election-year offer 
has a cutoff date and oth- 
er eligibility requirements. In 
September, the Democratic 
president expanded tempo- 
rary status for nearly 500,000 
Venezuelans who were liv- 
ing in the United States on 
July 31, 2023. Those who had 
arrived a day later were out 
of luck. The Obama-era De- 
ferred Action for Childhood 


Arrivals program, which has 
shielded from deportation 
hundreds of thousands of 
people who came to the 
United States as young 
children and is popularly 
known as DACA, required 
applicants be in the United 
States on June 15, 2012, and 
continuously for the previous 
five years. 
About 1.1 million spouses 
who are in the country il- 


legally are married to U.S. 
citizens, according to advo- 
cacy group FWD.us., mean- 
ing hundreds of thousands 
won’t qualify because they 
were in the United States for 
less than 10 years. 
Immigration 
advocates 
were generally thrilled with 
the scope of Tuesday’s an- 
nouncement, just as Biden’s 
critics called it a horribly mis- 
guided giveaway. 
Angelica 
Martinez, 
36, 
wiped away tears as she sat 
next to her children, ages 14 
and 6, and watched Biden’s 
announcement at the Hous- 
ton office of FIEL, an immi- 
grant advocacy group. A 
U.S. citizen since 2013, she 
described a flood of emo- 
tions, including regret that 
her husband couldn’t travel 
to Mexico when his mother 
died five years ago. 
“Sadness, joy all at the same 
time,” said Martinez, whose 
husband arrived in Houston 
18 years ago. 
Brenda Valle of Los Angeles, 
whose husband has been a 
U.S. citizen since 2001 and, 
like her, was born in Mexico, 
renews her DACA permit 
every two years. “We can 
start planning more long- 
term, for the future, instead 
of what we can do for the 
next two years,” she said. q 


President Joe Biden speaks during an event marking the 12th anniversary of the Deferred Action 
of Childhood Arrivals program, in the East Room of the White House, Tuesday, June 18, 2024, in 
Washington. 


Associated Press 


Immigrant families rejoice over Biden’s expansive move toward 
citizenship, while some are left out 
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By SARA CLINE 
Associated Press 
BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) — 
Louisiana has become the 
first state to require that the 
Ten Commandments be 
displayed in every public 
school classroom under a 
bill signed into law by Re- 
publican Gov. Jeff Landry 
on Wednesday. 
The GOP-drafted legisla- 
tion mandates that a post- 
er-sized display of the Ten 
Commandments in “large, 
easily readable font” be 
required in all public class- 
rooms, from kindergarten 
to state-funded universities. 
Although the bill did not re- 
ceive final approval from 
Landry, the time for guber- 
natorial action to sign or 
veto the bill has lapsed. 
Opponents question the 
law’s 
constitutionality, 
warning that lawsuits are 
likely to follow. Proponents 
say the purpose of the 
measure is not solely reli- 
gious, but that it has his- 
torical significance. In the 
law’s language, the Ten 
Commandments are de- 
scribed as “foundational 
documents of our state 
and national government.” 
The displays, which will be 
paired with a four-para- 
graph “context statement” 
describing how the Ten 
Commandments “were a 


prominent part of Ameri- 
can public education for 
almost 
three 
centuries,” 
must be in place in class- 
rooms by the start of 2025. 
The posters would be paid 
for 
through 
donations. 
State funds will not be used 
to implement the man- 
date, based on language 
in the legislation. 
The law also “authorizes” 
but does not require the 
display of the Mayflower 
Compact, the Declaration 
of Independence and the 
Northwest 
Ordinance 
in 
K-12 public schools. 


Not long after the governor 
signed the bill into law, civil 
rights groups and organi- 
zations that want to keep 
religion out of government 
promised to file a lawsuit 
challenging it. 
The law prevents students 
from getting an equal edu- 
cation and will keep chil- 
dren who have different 
beliefs from feeling safe 
at school, the American 
Civil Liberties Union, Ameri- 
cans United for Separation 
of Church and State and 
the Freedom from Religion 
Foundation said in a joint 


statement Wednesday af- 
ternoon. 
“Even among those who 
may believe in some ver- 
sion of the Ten Command- 
ments, the particular text 
that they adhere to can 
differ by religious denomi- 
nation or tradition. The gov- 
ernment should not be tak- 
ing sides in this theological 
debate,” the groups said. 
Similar bills requiring the Ten 
Commandments be dis- 
played in classrooms have 
been proposed in other 
states 
including 
Texas, 
Oklahoma and Utah. How- 


ever, with threats of legal 
battles over the constitu- 
tionality of such measures, 
no state besides Louisiana 
has had success in making 
the bills law. 
Legal 
battles 
over 
the 
display of the Ten Com- 
mandments in classrooms 
are not new. In 1980, the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
that a similar Kentucky law 
was unconstitutional and 
violated the establishment 
clause of the U.S. Constitu- 
tion, which says Congress 
can “make no law respect- 
ing an establishment of re- 
ligion.” 
The high court found that 
the law had no secular pur- 
pose but rather served a 
plainly religious purpose. 
Louisiana’s 
controversial 
law, in a state ensconced in 
the Bible Belt, comes during 
a new era of conservative 
leadership in the state un- 
der Landry, who replaced 
two-term Democratic Gov. 
John Bel Edwards in Janu- 
ary. 
The GOP also has a two- 
thirds supermajority in the 
Legislature, and Republi- 
cans hold every statewide 
elected position, paving 
the way for lawmakers to 
push through a conserva- 
tive agenda during the 
legislative session that con- 
cluded earlier this month.q 


Workers repaint a Ten Commandments billboard off of Interstate 71 on Election Day near 
Chenoweth, Ohio, Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2023. 
Associated Press 


The Ten Commandments must be displayed in Louisiana 
classrooms under requirement signed into law 


MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) — Thousands of surnames grace the towering monument, rep- 
resenting the more than 4 million enslaved people who were freed after the Civil War. 
The Equal Justice Initiative, a criminal justice reform nonprofit, invoked the Juneteenth 
holiday the day that commemorates the end of slavery in the U.S. on Wednesday as it 
dedicated its National Monument to Freedom. 
The monument, which honors the people who endured and survived slavery, is the 
centerpiece of the new Freedom Monument Sculpture Park in Montgomery, Alabama, 
where art and historical artifacts tell the story of enslaved people in the United States. 
During the dedication ceremony, Equal Justice Initiative founder Bryan Stevenson re- 
counted how enslaved people endured unspeakable horrors, but also left a legacy of 
perseverance and strength. 
“Enslaved people in this country did something remarkable that we need to acknowl- 
edge, that we need to recognize and that we need to celebrate. Enslaved people 
resisted. Enslaved people were resilient. Enslaved people found ways to make a way,” 
Stevenson said. 
Juneteenth is a day to confront the brutality of slavery and its impact, but he said it is 
also a day to celebrate the dignity and strength of people who managed to love and 
survive despite what they faced. 
“They never stopped believing. The never stopped yearning for freedom. This morning, 
as we leave here this Juneteenth morning, I hope we will be hopeful,” Stevenson said. 
Juneteenth commemorates June 19, 1865, the day enslaved people in Galveston, Tex- 
as, found out they were free after the Civil War. q 


Visitors arrive at the National Monument to Freedom on 
Wednesday, June 19, 2024 in Montgomery, Ala. 
Associated Press 


On Juneteenth, monument dedicated in Alabama to those who 
endured slavery 
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By KAREEM CHEHAYEB and 
ABBY SEWELL 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanon’s 
Hezbollah has new weap- 
ons and intelligence ca- 
pabilities that could help it 
target more critical positions 
deeper inside Israel in case 
of an all-out war, the militant 
group’s leader warned on 
Wednesday. 
Hassan Nasrallah’s com- 
ments 
came 
as 
the 
monthslong 
cross-border 
conflict 
simmering 
be- 
tween Hezbollah and Israel 
appears to be reaching 
a boiling point and a day 
after a top U.S. envoy met 
Lebanese officials in his lat- 
est attempt to ease tensions. 
“We now have new weap- 
ons. But I won’t say what they 
are,” he said in a televised 
address commemorating a 
top Hezbollah commander 
killed in an Israeli airstrike in 
southern Lebanon last week. 
“When the decision is made, 
they will be seen on the front 
lines.” 
Hezbollah has used locally 
made explosive drones for 
the first time since the start 
of the Israel-Hamas war in 


Gaza last Octobe r, as well 
as 
surface-to-air 
missiles 
against Israeli jets. 
Nasrallah said in 2021 that 
Hezbollah has 100,000 fight- 
ers but now he claimed the 
number is much higher, with- 
out elaborating. He also said 
he has rejected offers from 
allied countries and militias 


in the region that could 
add tens of thousands to 
his ranks. 
A 
nearly 
10-minute-long 
video allegedly filmed by 
a Hezbollah surveillance 
drone and released Tuesday 
shows parts of Haifa a city far 
from the Israel-Lebanon bor- 
der. Nasrallah in his speech 


Wednesday said Hezbollah 
has much more footage 
an apparent threat it could 
reach sites deep in Israel. 
Israel’s military chief, Lt. Gen. 
Herzi Halevi, visited Israeli air- 
defense soldiers near the 
border with Lebanon on 
Wednesday, saying Israel 
was aware of Hezbollah’s 


capabilities demonstrated in 
the video and has solutions 
for these threats. 
“The enemy only knows a 
small part of our capabili- 
ties and will see them at the 
needed time,” he said. 
Hezbollah, an ally of the 
Palestinian militant group 
Hamas, has been exchang- 
ing strikes with Israel almost 
daily since the war in Gaza 
erupted on Oct. 7, with the 
aim to pull Israeli forces 
away from the embattled 
Gaza Strip. 
Hezbollah’s attacks esca- 
lated after Israel expanded 
its offensive last month into 
the southern Gaza city of 
Rafah and spiked further last 
week after an Israeli strike 
killed high-ranking Hezbol- 
lah commander Taleb Sami 
Abdullah, the most senior 
militant killed so far during 
the Israel-Hamas war. 
Also Tuesday, the Israeli 
army said it has “approved 
and validated” plans for 
an offensive in Lebanon, 
although the decision to 
actually launch such an op- 
eration would have to come 
from the country’s political 
leadership. q 


By JAN M. OLSEN 
Associated Press 
COPENHAGEN, 
Denmark 
(AP) — Norway has tight- 
ened controls over adop- 
tions from abroad but will 
allow them to continue as 
it conducts an investigation 
into the legality and ethics 
of past adoptions, the gov- 
ernment said Wednesday. 
The move to keep allow- 
ing 
international 
adop- 
tions for now contradicted 
Norway’s top regulatory 
body, the Norwegian Child 
Welfare Services, a gov- 
ernment agency known 
as Bufdir, which in January 
recommended a pause 
while 
the 
investigation 
takes place. 
“As the situation is now, I 
do not see the need for 
a general interim suspen- 
sion while the investigation 
committee works,” Minister 
for Children and Families 


Kjersti Toppe said. 
“The overall goal is to get 
answers to whether and 
possibly to what extent 
there have been illegal or 
unethical situations in con- 
nection with foreign adop- 
tions to Norway,” Toppe 
said. 
In December, the govern- 
ment set up an indepen- 
dent investigative commit- 
tee to assess whether Nor- 
wegian authorities have 
enough control over adop- 
tions from abroad, and 
whether illegal or unethi- 
cal circumstances have 
occurred in adoptions to 
Norway. The committee is 
expected to conclude its 
investigation in late 2025. 
The inquiry was launched 
after media reports in Nor- 
way pointed to alleged il- 
legal adoptions, claiming 
that some children in the 
Philippines were sold and 


given false birth certifi- 
cates. 
The government said it had 
implemented 
“risk-reduc- 
ing measures” for adop- 
tions from abroad, includ- 
ing an official review of all 
documents for each case 
transferred from adoption 
organizations 
to 
Bufdir. 
There are three adoptions 
agencies in Norway. 
Last year, Bufdir was also 
tasked 
with 
reviewing 
agreements with different 
countries to ensure the le- 
gality of adoptions with 
each of them. 
Following 
the 
reviews, 
agreements with Taiwan, 
Thailand, the Philippines, 
Madagascar, the Czech 
Republic, Hungary, South 
Africa and Peru were ter- 
minated. Only the accords 
with Colombia and Bulgar- 
ia have continued, while 
South Korea has received 


a limited permit, the Nor- 
wegian government said. 
In neighboring Denmark, 
the only overseas adop- 
tion agency in January 
said it was winding down 
international adoptions af- 


ter a government agency 
there raised concerns over 
falsified documents and 
procedures that obscured 
children’s biological origins 
abroad.q 


Hezbollah supporters watch a speech given by Hezbollah leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah on 
a screen during a ceremony to commemorate the death of senior Hezbollah commander Taleb 
Sami Abdullah, 55, who was killed last week by an Israeli strike in south Lebanon, in the southern 
Beirut suburb of Dahiyeh, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. 


Associated Press 


The leader of Lebanon’s militant Hezbollah group warns 
archenemy Israel against wider war 


Children hold up masks of the face of fictional character Greg 
Heffley during a gathering with the US cartoonist Jeff Kinney, at 
the publishing house Gyldendal in Oslo, Norway, on Nov. 29, 
2018. 


Associated Press 


Norway tightens controls over adoptions from abroad but won’t 
ban practice as investigation unfolds 
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By CHINEDU ASADU 
Associated Press 
ABUJA, Nigeria (AP) — Jihadi 
fighters who had long oper- 
ated in Africa’s volatile Sahel 
region have settled in north- 
western Nigeria after cross- 
ing from neighboring Benin, a 
report said Wednesday, the 
latest trend in the militants’ 
movements to wealthier West 
African coastal nations. 
The extremists believed to 
be linked to al-Qaida have 
in the last year crossed over 
from Benin’s hard-hit northern 
region and settled in Kainji 
Lake National Park, one of 
Nigeria’s largest, where oth- 
er armed groups have also 
gained access, according to 
the report by the Clingendael 
Institute think tank, which has 
done extensive research in 
the Sahel. 
Residents close to the park 
told The Associated Press that 
the facility, which holds one 
of West Africa’s fast-declining 
lion populations, has been 
closed for more than a year 
because of security threats 
from armed groups attack- 
ing neighboring villages and 
roads. 
“Before, it was like a tourism 
center (but) now, people 
find it difficult to pass through 
there,” said John Yerima, who 
lives near the park in New 


Bussa town. “You cannot 
enter that road (leading to 
the park) now. It is dangerous 
seriously.” 
The security situation at 
the 5,300-square kilometer 
(2,000-square mile) park in 
Niger state and along the 
nearby border with Benin is 
“getting out of hand” and 
is “a much more explosive 
situation than we had antici- 
pated,” said Kars de Bruijne, 
one of the authors of the re- 


port and a senior research 
fellow at the institute. The 
“sustained presence” of the 
armed groups in the park is 
the first sign of a connection 
between Nigeria’s home- 
grown extremists that have 
launched a decadelong in- 
surgency in its northern re- 
gion, and al-Qaida-linked 
militants from the Sahel, the 
vast arid expanse south of the 
Sahara Desert, Bruijne said. 
Their presence offers an op- 


portunity for the extremists to 
claim large-scale success 
in both countries, already 
wracked by deadly attacks 
in recent years, he added. 
Known as a global hot spot 
for violent extremism, the 
Sahel region’s worsening se- 
curity crisis comes as military 
coups are toppling demo- 
cratic governments. As the 
military governments struggle 
to contain the violence, they 
are increasingly severing se- 


curity with traditional partners 
France and the United States 
and turning to Russia for sup- 
port. 
In northwest Nigeria, secu- 
rity analysts have in the past 
warned that the region’s re- 
mote territories, where the 
government is largely ab- 
sent but have rich mineral 
resources and high poverty 
levels, present an opportu- 
nity for expansion for jihadi 
groups that had operated 
mainly in the Sahel, as well 
as the Islamic State group, 
whose fighters hold sway in 
the Lake Chad basin. 
“A link between Lake Chad 
and the Sahel is a major op- 
portunity for al-Qaida and the 
Islamic State to boast about 
their profiles as leaders of 
global jihad,” the report said. 
There are also concerns from 
conservationists that the pres- 
ence of armed groups in the 
park could further threaten 
the remaining lions whose 
populations have declined 
as a result of climate change 
and poaching. 
“The security situation has be- 
come top of the list when it 
comes to the concerns about 
the lion populations in Nige- 
ria,” said Stella Egbe, senior 
conservation manager at 
the Nigerian Conservation 
Foundation. q 


By BRIAN MELLEY 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Two cli- 
mate 
protesters 
who 
sprayed orange paint on 
the ancient Stonehenge 
monument 
in 
southern 
England 
were 
arrested 
Wednesday after two by- 
standers appeared to inter- 
vene and stop them. 
The latest act by Just 
Stop Oil was quickly con- 
demned by Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak as a “disgrace- 
ful act of vandalism.” La- 
bour leader Keir Starmer, 
his main opponent in the 
election next month, called 
the group “pathetic” and 
said the damage was “out- 
rageous.” 
The incident came just a 
day before thousands are 
expected to gather at the 
roughtly 
4,500-year-old 
stone circle to celebrate 
the summer solstice the 


longest day of the year in 
the Northern Hemisphere. 
English 
Heritage, 
which 
manages the site, said it 
was “extremely upsetting” 
and said curators were in- 
vestigating the damage. 
Just Stop Oil said the paint 
was made of cornstarch 
and would dissolve in the 
rain. 
Video 
released 
by 
the 
group showed a man it 
identified as Rajan Naidu, 
73, unleash a fog of orange 
from a fire extinguisher-style 
paint sprayer at one of the 
vertical stones. 
As voices can be heard 
yelling 
“stop,” 
a 
per- 
son wearing a ballcap 
and raincoat ran up and 
grabbed Naidu’s arm and 
tried to pull him away from 


the monument. 
A man in a blue shirt joined 
in and wrestled the paint 
sprayer away. 
The second protester, iden- 
tified as Niamh Lynch, 21, 
managed to spray three 
stones before the first by- 
stander in the hat stopped 
her. 
Wiltshire Police said the pair 
were arrested on suspicion 
of damaging one of the 
world’s most famous pre- 
historic monuments and a 
UNESCO World Heritage 
Site. 
Stonehenge was built on 
the flat lands of Salisbury 
Plain in stages starting 5,000 
years ago, with the unique 
stone circle erected in the 
late Neolithic period about 
2,500 B.C.q 


A police officer and a soldier from Benin stop a motorcyclist at a checkpoint outside Porga, Benin, 
March 26, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Jihadis from Africa’s Sahel have crossed into Nigeria’s north, 
a new report says. A lot is at stake 


In this handout photo, Just Stop Oil protesters sit after spraying 
an orange substance on Stonehenge, in Salisbury, England, 
Wednesday June 19, 2024. 


Associated Press 


Climate protesters arrested over spraying orange paint on 
Stonehenge monument 
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Meet Aruba’s biggest hero 
Boy Ecury 


(Oranjestad)—This past May 
4th, Aruba as well as The 
Netherlands commemorat- 
ed those who sadly perished 
during the Second World 
War. As is known around the 
globe, this chapter in world 
history is one of the most 
tragic yet, and many soldiers 
and rebels have died on the 
frontline during this time. 


One of those rebels who 
have fought against the 
Nazi regime, was an Aru- 
ban named Segundo Jorge 
Adelberto “Boy” Ecury. Born 
in Aruba on April 23rd, 1922, 
Boy spent his childhood on 
the island, before being sent 
to The Netherlands by his fa- 
ther when he was 15 years 
old to continue his studies 
abroad. This was in 1937, 
three years before WWII 
broke out. 


During the war, he actively 
participated in the rebellion 
in The Netherlands against 
the Nazi regime, but his re- 
bellious streak and constant 
drive to fight for justice began 
even before the war broke 
out. Being a person of color 
with a Haitian heritage living 


in The Netherlands made him 
vulnerable to discrimination, 
and this inspired him to be 
an activist, to stand up and 
fight against discrimination 
and oppression. 


After seeing the horrific 
bombings of Rotterdam first- 
hand, he decided to join the 
resistance. At the same time, 
he was still studying and living 
with family in Tilburg. It was 
there where he met people 
who printed and distributed 
the rebellion newspaper. This 
would be the first of three re- 
bellion group that he would 
join throughout his 4-year ser- 
vice to the resistance. 


Boy’s primary task as mem- 


ber of the group was to dis- 
tract the German soldiers 
while others ran into hiding 
into alleyways. This he was 
able to do because of his 
skin color and confronting 
demeanor. Boy also partici- 
pated in the multiple sabo- 
taging operations against 
the German military oc- 
cupying The Netherlands. 
These included bombings on 
German military trucks and 
trains. The group also helped 
people go into hiding, as well 
as opened fire against allies 
of the Nazi regime. In these 
operations, Boy really stood 
out for his cold bloodedness. 


In 1943, he received a no- 
tice to be placed for work in 
Germany. This he refused, of 
course, and went into hiding 
using multiple addresses in 
multiple cities. Because he 
was a wanted man, he of 
course could not continue 
to be active as a rebel. How- 
ever, stubborn and naturally 
rebellious as he was, he al- 
ways tried to join in on the 
operations regardless. 


In 1944, after his friend Luis 
de Lannoy, a fellow rebel 
from Curacao, was arrested 
and executed, he moved 
to Delft, where he joined his 
third and last group in Rot- 
terdam. During this time, he 
wrote a goodbye letter for 
his family, possibly knowing 
the risks of him being active 
again in the big cities. 
Eventually, he proved him- 
self right. On November 5th, 
1944, Boy Ecury was arrested 
by German soldiers. He was 
placed in the “Oranjehotel” 


prison in Scheveningen, The 
Hague, where he was ques- 
tioned. Despite being given 
away by an acquaintance, 
he himself never gave away 
the names of his comrades. 
Famously, he told his cell 
mate: “I will die with a smile 
on my face.” 
On November 6th, 1944, 
Ecury was executed. He was 
only 22 years old. 


Ecury was buried with mili- 
tary honor. In 1949, the Aru- 


ban Government erected 
a monumental bust of him 
in front of what is now the 
linear park trail, and in 1984 
he received the Resistance 
Memorial Cross postmortem. 


Boy’s life motto was this: “In 
my father’s house, there is no 
place for a traitor.”q 


Source: “De Kolibrie op de 
Rots (en meer over the ge- 
schiedenis van Aruba)” by 
Evert Bongers. 


Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back or still enjoying your vacation?... we 
would like to portrait you! By inviting you to send us your favorite vaca- 
tion picture while enjoying our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is ……. Send your picture with 
that text (including your name and where you are from) to: news@ 
arubatoday.com and we will publish your vacation memory. Isn’t that 
a special way to keep your best moments alive? Please do note: By 
submitting photos, text or any other materials, you give permission to 
The Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any of its 
affiliated companies to use said materials, as well as names, likeness, 
etc. for promotional purposes without compensation. 


Last but not least: check out our website, Instagram and Facebook 
page! Thank you for supporting our free newspaper, we strive to make 
you a happy reader every day again.q 
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Papillon: The butterfly effect of magnificent food 


PALM BEACH — Do you remember the film “Papillon” 
starring Steve McQueen? Papillon restaurant is the is- 
land’s example where `life imitates art.’ The décor, es- 
pecially the restrooms, was inspired by the movie. For 
more than a decade this restaurant has built a reputa- 
tion with the fusion of classic French cuisine, Dutch and 
Caribbean flavors. Welcome in the world of wonders 
where ambiance, taste and service come together 
and you feel you are being welcomed in the home of 
the owner and her team. 


“We find it really important that our guests have fun; 
can relax while listening to live music while their taste 
buds are being tickled by France, The Netherlands and 
the Caribbean. We offer a unique fusion of dishes and 
a night not to forget,” says owner Tina. As our special 
guest you can choose to dine inside our heartwarming 
airconditioned restaurant or we also offer outside din- 
ing on a cozy, elegant terrace with great ambiance of 
the surroundings. Perfect setting for an enjoyable time 
people watching while sipping on a delicious cocktail. 


Fresh oysters, caviar and wild boar 
You are on vacation, life is to enjoy! If you want some- 


thing special, a different flow than the 
usual, then Papillon is the place to go. 
Foodies are in heaven here with classic 
French dishes such as Foie Gras, Frog 
Legs, fresh Oysters coming in on a week- 
ly basis from Holland, Escargots, Dover 
Sole à la Meunière flown in from Europe 
and filleted at the table, Duck Breast 
seared on the skin, roasted and braised 
Lamb in Balashi beer and slow braised 
Wild Boar Shank. Do not 
leave without trying the exclusive rec- 
ommendation: Caviar! All of this com- 
bined with an extensive wine list from 
around the world makes Papillon a 
must-do on your Aruban vacation. 


Let the music play! 
Another reason to visit us is our Live En- 
tertainment Schedule all through the 


week. 
Get all cozy and warmed up on Sun- 
days and Mondays by Marisella and her 
enchanting acoustic tunes accompa- 
nied by percussion only. 
On Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, 
Jairo will give you a real Saxophone 
treat while on Wednesday you can sit 
back, relax and enjoy your dinner while 
DJ Jason brings you the most smooth 
jazz and lounge music for a dreamy 
night. 
The musicians interact with the guests & 
requests can be sent in. 
The live tunes definitely add to the ex- 
perience. 


Vegetarian vibes present 
Impressive vegetarian/vegan dishes are 
set up especially for the guests by the 
chef and Meredith from Vegan Aruba. 
“We offer vegan choices that are really 
good and tasty. Our daily soup is always 
vegan too”. What are you waiting for, 
make sure to pay a visit to this elegant 
yet laid-back restaurant while on Aruba. 
You are most welcome! 


Papillon Restaurant is located at The Vil- 
lage across the Hilton Aruba Caribbean 
Resort & Casino and within walking dis- 
tance of all other major hotels. 
Make your reservation today at: 
info@papillonaruba.com 
or call/WhatsApp + 00297 6995400 
Open Daily: 5pm – 10.00pm – Early Bird 
from 5pm – 7pm 
For all menus and specials visit the web- 
site: www.papillonaruba.com.q 
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Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort & Casino Celebrates Pride Month 
with a Wedding or Renewal of Vows Giveaway Contest on Social 
Media and In-House Activities. 


Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort & 
Casino is commemorating Pride 
Month in a meaningful and inclu- 
sive way, aiming to raise aware- 
ness about love and equality 
among guests and the local com- 
munity. 


During the month, beautiful rain- 
bow cupcakes and loaves are 
available at the breakfast buffet 
at Laguna restaurant and rain- 
bow cake and cookies are avail- 


able for purchase at Oscar’s Mar- 
ket, adjacent to the restaurant. 
Also, the garden’s famous water- 
fall has been lit in rainbow colors, 
glowing into the night in stunning 
red, orange, yellow, green, blue 
and purple, creating a vibrant, 
celebratory atmosphere. 


The resort is also running a con- 
test on both Facebook and Insta- 
gram, with one lucky couple win- 
ning the Grand Prize of a dream 


wedding or vow renewal at Hilton 
Aruba, including the tropical ven- 
ue, elegant catering, and stylish 
accommodations. 


All LGBTQ+ couples living in Aru- 
ba or the United States who are 
looking to get married or renew 
their wedding vows are eligible 
to enter the contest by posting a 
photo or video on Facebook or 
Instagram about their unique love 


story, using the hashtag #HiltonAr- 
ubaPride, and tagging @HiltonAr- 
uba. The contest is running the en- 
tire month of June 2024, and the 
winning couple will be contacted 
by July 15, 2024. 


Should you wish to consult a more 
detailed version of the terms and 
conditions, please visit: https:// 
hiltonaruba.hflip.co/ef4617e7ab. 
html q 


Aruba’s neighborhoods; the meaning behind their names 


Just like any other coun- 
try, Aruba has unique and 
beautifully named neighbor- 
hoods that all form a part of 
its culture and development. 
Many of these names have 
a historical background and 
meaning that teaches us 
about the island and its rich 
culture every day. 


With this series, we want to 
take you on a journey of dis- 
covery, where you’ll learn 
not only the beautiful names 
but the history behind it that 
gives it life and meaning. 


Anabui/Tierra Del Sol 
This neighborhood can be 
seen on Van Raders map 
and Werbata as Anna Boei. 
Anna Boei is a name of which 
there isn’t much information 
about its origin. 


The best historians were able 
to deduce is that this name 
came to be because of a 
miscommunication between 
Van Spengler and the na- 
tives who were living on the 
island. In the Arawak/Taino 
language one can find the 


word Anaiboa, which con- 
sists of Ana meaning flower 
or the best and Iboa; the 
juice of a cassava, which 
together would mean “the 
best juice of a cassava”. 


If one assumes that the actu- 
al word heard was Anaboio 
instead, consisting of Ana 
meaning the best and Boio 
(bohio); house, the iteration 
of Anabui would mean “the 
best house.” This is the origin 
that has been more or less 
speculated and assumed 
for the word Anabui and it’s 
meaning. 


During the second world 
war and later, this area was 
used as a terrain for train- 
ing of shooting by militia 
and latero n Korps Marin- 
iers (the marines of Aruba). 
By the end of the previous 
century a large part of Ana- 
bui was developed to have 
luxurious villas and a golf 
course, which lead to it get- 
ting the name Tierra Del Sol, 


Spanish for Land of the Sun. 
The name is not an official 
name, but the name of the 
development proyect that 
took place. It is hoped that 
the original and ‘old’ name 
of Anabui is never lost and 
now it will be remembered 
by both locals and tourists. 


Angochi 
This name can be seen on 
the Werbata map with little 
and cursive letters. It is the 
unofficial name for the area 
given by a tenant to the land 
that was rented to him. 


The biggest probability that 


historians believe is that it 
comes from native descent, 
during the time in the 19th 
century where Mestizos still 
lived on Aruba. The name 
can’t really be explain and 
according to books on its his- 
tory seems to be more of a 
sign of corruption. 


However, it seems to come 
from combining A(n), which 
is a generalizing prefix and 
Goeiza, which means ‘the 
spirit of a living man’. Ango- 
chi remains more of a guess. 


This neighborhood’s abbre- 
viation is; An.q 


Thursday 20 June 2024 
A10 


The stories of “Compa Nanzi” 


(Oranjestad)—The 
most 
popular character you may 
hear about in the Carib- 
bean is Anansi, known lo- 
cally on Aruba as “Compa 
Nanzi”. Local children grew 
up hearing the tales of the 
conniving spider, and his 
legacy forms part of the 
oral narrative tradition that 
is common in Aruba. 


Although the stories are 
most popular in the Carib- 
bean, “Compa Nanzi” is not 
entirely unknown globally, 
especially not in the West 
African region. Brought to 
the “new world” by en- 
slaved Africans from Gha- 
na, the historical thread of 
how Nanzi was introduced 
on Aruba follows the en- 
slaved Africans in Cura- 
cao during the colonial 
era, which saw the biggest 
population of enslaved Af- 
ricans in the Dutch Carib- 
bean. 
The stories of Compa Nan- 
zi were a sign of hope for 
freedom among the slaves, 
who passed around differ- 
ent stories involving the fa- 
mous spider through word 
of mouth, due to not being 
able to express their native 
culture in the new world. 
These stories were a way to 
not only preserve their cul- 
ture, but it acted as a me- 
dium for relief during the 
harsh treatment to which 
they were subjected to. 
It wasn’t until the end of the 
nineteenth century that the 
stories of Nanzi were written 
down in different languag- 
es. However, not all stories 
are completely alike in ev- 
ery country, as is the risk of 
oral story telling. However, 
one thing will always be 
dominant in Compa Nan- 
zi’s stories: his sneaky ways 
to get what he wants! 
How Nanzi fooled the king 
One day Nanzi was taking 
a stroll near the castle of 
Shon Arei, the king. He had 
this sudden urge to walk in. 
He didn’t think too much 
about it and committed to 
what he had in mind. It was 
a warm afternoon, and the 
castle personnel were tak- 
ing their afternoon nap. 
Even the soldier guarding 
the castle door was fast 
asleep, snoring so loud that 
his beard bounced up and 
down on his chin. Nanzi just 
slipped past him, looked 


back for a moment then 
walk right on in. 
Nanzi stumbled upon the 
king’s quarters. With all his 
excitement he sat in the 
king’s throne, and put on 
his crown that was hanging 
on the side of the throne. It 
was very hot that day, and 
it wasn’t long until Nanzi 
too fell asleep, right there 
on the king’s throne. He 
was so deep in sleep and 
snoring so loud, that even 
when the king found him in 
his seat, Nanzi did not even 
notice. 
Shon Arei was flabbergast- 
ed by the sight of Nanzi 
on his throne, wearing his 
crown. 
How 
disrespect- 
ful! “Soldiers, get him!” he 
commanded. Nanzi was 
sound asleep, but when 
the soldiers picked him up, 
he jumped from fright. By 
then though, the soldier al- 
ready had him in their hold. 
“Put him in a sack, stitch 
it up and throw him in the 
ocean!” the king said furi- 
ously. Two soldiers imme- 
diately entered the cham- 
ber, took the crown off 
Nanzi’s head and pushed 
him in a sack. 
Nanzi was terrified; it looks 
like this time he won’t get 
away with his schemes. 
To get to the ocean, the 
soldier walked a long dis- 
tance, and where begin- 
ning to feel very thirsty. 
Luckily they passed by a 
pub, and decided to have 
a nice cold beer. They set 
the sack with Nanzi in it out- 
side and went to enjoy the 
refreshments. Nanzi was still 
trembling with fear in the 
sack. 
What is that he hears? A 
herd of sheep walking by? 
“Compadre, listen here!” 
Nanzi screamed as loud as 
he could. The sheep herd- 
er got close to the sack. 
“What is this?” 
“Man, there is something 
very beautiful in here that 
you can see. It’s very rare 
and strange, but indeed, 
there is something so beau- 
tiful in here that you’ve 
never seen or will ever see,” 
Nanzi told the herder. 
The herder, very dumb, be- 
lieved Nanzi’s word. “Let 
me see!” he said. 
“Well if you must insist,” 
Nanzi said, “I’ll let you 
take a look, but only for a 
quick second.” The herder 


opened the sack, and Nan- 
zi immediately jumped out. 
Before the herder could 
even take a look into the 
sack, Nanzi pushed him in 
it, and the herder fell head 
first in. 
Nanzi didn’t waste any 
time, and closed off the 
sack real tight. He then 
picked up the herder’s hat 
and starting walking be- 
hind the traveling sheep as 
if nothing happened. After 
a little while, the soldiers 
headed back outside to 
continue their journey. As 
they picked up the sack, 
the poor herder started 
screaming to let him out, 
but the soldiers ignored 
him, thinking it was Nanzi. 
Shon Arei went strolling a 
while later. He thought to 
himself: “This time Nanzi 
could not get away with 
his foolishness. He probably 
drowned in that sack ages 
ago.” That is why, when he 
saw Nanzi walk behind the 
herd of sheep on the street, 
he 
was 
flabbergasted 
again. “Nanzi! Aren’t you 
suppose to be at the bot- 
tom of the ocean floor?” 
“I was, Your Majesty,” Nanzi 
replied. But you know what, 
there is so many things to 
see down there in the sack! 
Like this herd of sheep. See- 
ing that they had no herd- 
er, I started walking behind 
them and gained their trust 
pretty quickly. At the bot- 
tom of the ocean there are 
so many wonderful things, 
like diamonds, and bags of 
gold. Chests of silver and 
other 
precious 
stones,” 
Nanzi told the king. 
“What is that you say?” the 
king was intrigued. “I want 
to see it too!” 
The king immediately de- 
manded 
to 
his 
soldiers 
to be put in a sack and 
be placed in the ocean. 
Naturally, Shon Arei died 
because of this. He was 
never found again. Nanzi 
followed the soldier back 
to the castle, where sat 
once again on the late 
king’s thrown and put his 
crown on. He took posses- 
sion of all of Shon Arei’s be- 
longings, and lived the rest 
of his life as king. 
Story and pictures are from 
“Kon Nanzi a Nek Shon Arei 
(i otro kuentanan antiano 
di e araña sabi)” by Nilda 
Pinto.q 
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Fruit Loose & Veggie Boost: Aruban fruits and vegetables 


Fresh fruits make a tropical holiday’s picture 
complete. Whether you see the mangoes hang- 
ing in the trees or the fresh fruit cocktail on the 
side table of your pool bed, the link is there: you 
are in the tropics. Aruba grows her own fruits 
and veggies and there are some pretty out-of- 
space local species you may never had heard 
of, but really healthy and delicious. 


Mispel 
This is a fruit with a character (5-10 cm/2-4 inch- 
es). It does not ripe until it is picked or falls off the 
tree. Mispel is hard with a sandpaper like tex- 
ture when immature, soft and juicy when ripe. 
It's technically a berry, but contains a skin similar 
to that of a kiwi. It's grainy and sweet, with a 
light, musky flavor. The sap or gum from the tree 
is also a source of 'chicle' the original ingredi- 
ent used to make chewing gum. Rich in tannins, 
antioxidants shown to contain anti-inflamma- 
tory compounds, and vitamin C, essential for 
healthy immune function. Season: year- round. 


Kenepa 


Ovoid green fruit that grows in bunches on trees 
up to 30m high. The fruit is related to the lychee 
and have tight, thin but rigid skins. Inside the 
skin is the tart, tangy, or sweet pulp of the fruit 
covering a large seed. The pulp is usually cream 
or orange colored. Kenepa strengthens the im- 
mune system, and prevents the reproduction 
of bacteria and viruses in the body. This fruit is 
highly recommended to treat lung infections 
and urinary tract infections. It also helps to cure 
insomnia and rejuvenates the nervous system. 
Season: the fruit typically ripen during the sum- 
mer. 


Druif 


There is no chance you did not bump into one 
of the sea grape trees while spending your va- 
cation on Aruba. The sea grape plant is often 
used in ocean-side landscaping in sandy soil 
right on the beach and it produces clusters of 


fruit that resemble grapes. Are sea grapes ed- 
ible? Yes, they are. Animals enjoy sea grapes 
and humans can eat them as well, and they 
are used to make jam. They contain very low 
calories and sugar, enabling good bacterium 
to digest food and excrete waste quickly which 
is effective in preventing constipation. Season: 
Sep-Oct. 


Shimarucu 


Maybe Aruba’s most popular wild fruit tree. 
You may have noticed cars at the side of the 
road and people picking those red berries. 
Well, that’s Shimarucu. The local habit to stop 
for these delicious fruits goes from generation to 
generation. Its fruit’s degree of sour depends on 
the amount of rain it gets. Red Shimarucus tend 
to taste better than orange. The fruit has super 
power: a true vitamin bomb. Adults only need 
to eat 3-4 of these berries to meet their daily 
recommended amount of Vitamin C. Season: 
Rainy months (Oct-Jan). 


Tamarind 


A delicious, sweet fruit that has a wide variety of 
uses and applications, both for medicinal and 
culinary purposes. It is a medium-sized bushy 
tree with evergreen leaves and fruit that devel- 
ops in pods characterized by long, brown shells. 
Inside is a sticky, fleshy, juicy pulp, which is the 
Tamarind fruit. Both sweet and sour in taste, the 
fruit contains a significant level of vitamin C, 
as well as vitamin E, B vitamins, calcium, iron, 
phosphorous, potassium, manganese, and di- 
etary fiber. There are also a number of organic 
compounds that make tamarind a powerful 
antioxidant and anti-inflammatory agent. Sea- 
son: March. 


When it comes to veggies the island certainly 
offers a home-grown selection. They taste de- 
licious and have their specific talents to boost 
your immune system. Start the day with a ‘ba- 
tida’ (smoothie) enriched with a local veggie 
touch or select your restaurant that offers local 
vegetable dishes to get the real pure taste of it. 


Comcomber chiquito 
This is a sort of local squash, but looks like a cu- 
cumber with prickly skin. The taste however is 
bitterer than the cucumber and the vegetable 
is smaller in size but bigger in width. Inside is a 
soft, fleshy pulp and seeds, just like the cucum- 
ber. Comcomber chiquito is grown in the island 
and used in salads and ‘stoba’ (stew) or on its 
own in vinegar. The veggie contains multiple B 
vitamins, including vitamin B1, vitamin B5, and 
vitamin B7 (biotin). B vitamins are known to help 
ease feelings of anxiety and buffer some of 
the damaging effects of stress. Additionally this 
veggie is rich in two of the most basic elements 
needed for healthy digestion: water and fiber. 
Season: year- round. 


Yambo 
Family of Okra, also known as ‘lady’s fingers’: 
a green flowering plant. Okra belongs to the 
same plant family as hibiscus and cotton. A 
classic favorite dish in Aruba is Sopi di yambo. It 
has long been favored as a food for the health- 
conscious. It contains potassium, vitamin B, vita- 
min C, folic acid, and calcium. It’s low in calories 
and has a high dietary fiber content. Recently, 
a new benefit of including okra in your diet is 
being considered. Okra has been suggested to 
help manage blood sugar in cases of type 1, 
type 2, and gestational diabetes. Season: year- 
round. 


Bonch’i Cunucu 
A long, small bean, boiled for a side dish or 
snack. Long beans have a chewy, crunchy 
texture–more so than snap beans–and a flavor 
reminiscent of the dry navy bean or asparagus. 
Besides stir-fry, soups and salads, the long bean 
is a good choice for stewing, braising (to re- 
main chewy and firm), sautéing, shallow frying, 
and deep frying. With cooking, the long bean’s 
bean flavor intensifies. Long beans are low in 
calories, about 45 calories per cup, and rich in 
vitamin A and also contain vitamin C and po- 
tassium. Season: year-round. 


Pampuna 


In the endless summer of Caribbean living we 
only have to concern ourselves with a wet sea- 
son and a dry season. Still we do indulge heavily 
in the pleasures of pumpkin and enjoy Carib- 
bean pumpkin recipes year round. A popular 
dish in Aruban restaurants is Sopa Di Pompuna, 
don’t miss it. This dish is made of pumpkin soup, 
and parsley. Pumpkins are rich in flavonoid 
polyphenolic antioxidants such as xanthin, lu- 
tein and carotenes and also contain vitamins. 
Pumpkin seeds are a good source of omega-3 
fatty acids, vitamins, minerals and proteins. 
Pumpkins are used to make desserts, breads 
and soups.q 
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Supermarket hours 


Supermarket 
hours 
may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is- 
land. Generally though, 
most 
supermarkets 
are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, Monday through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su- 
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm. 


Safety 


Since February 2024, Aru- 
ba has been categorized 
as the safest country in the 
Caribbean by The Tele- 
graph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told 
us how they feel safe to 
explore the island or walk 
around at night. However, 
rare incidents do occurs, 
so keep yourself and your 
belongings safe. 


Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba 


(Oranjestad)—When trav- 
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under- 
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basic—but 
important—information 
that we think may come in 
handy to Aruba’s visitors. 


Electrical power 


Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 
voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out- 


lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab- 
lishments. 


Drinking water 


The 
water 
that 
flows 
through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex- 
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual- 
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 
store. 


Cruise ship Schedule: June 01 - June 25 2024 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Eagle : Tel.587 9011 
San Nicolas: 
Centro Medico:Tel. 584 5794 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


Marriott Surf Club 
Palm beach 
Platinum season 
2 Br 2 Bath Ocean side 
Price :$ 25 ,000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott surf club 
Palm beach 
Gold season 
2 Br 2 bath ocean side $13 K 
2 Br 2 bath ovean view $12 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott destination points 
For sale at $ 4 a points 
Transfer fee $3 a points 
education fee :$ 300 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance ocean suites 
Private islands 
1 Br 1 bath week 24 room # 
2132 
Ground floor garden and ocean 
view 
Price :$6000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 
Borocana noord 
5 min drive to palm beach / 
eagle beach 
3 Br 2 Bath with and appart- 
ment 
Price : $600,000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 
Washington noord 
5 min drive to Palm beach and 
eagle beach 
4 Br 4 Bath with and appart- 
ment 
Price : $ 500,000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 
Cumana near C Mart 
10 min drive to nikki Beach , 
eagle beach and palm beach 
2 Br 3 bath with a studio ap- 
partment and pool 
Price : $450,000 
Call : 011 -297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 
savaneta near zee rover 
5 min walk to the ocean 
2 Br 2 Bath Fixer upper 
Land 1330 m2 lease land ocean 
view 
Price :$250,000 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Caribbean Palm Village 
Owner resales 
One Bed Pool $1,500 
wk 9 - e304 
wk 12 - e305 
wk 34 - B107 
wk 35 - B107 
Two Bed Pool $1,900 
wk 12 - e201aB 
wk 45 - e209 aB 
sales.cpv@hotmail.com 


_________________________________217649 


Commercial Area 
eagle near Gloria Mall 
Lease land 2630 sqm 
Permint approve to build 
12 commercial units 
6 ground floor 
6 1 st floor 
Price : $750,000 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


_______________________________218068 


By SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
LISLE, Illinois (AP) — With their bulging red eyes and their 
alien-like mating sound, periodical cicadas can seem 
scary and weird enough. But some of them really are 
sex-crazed zombies on speed, hijacked by a super-sized 
fungus. 
West Virginia University mycology professor Matt Kasson, 
his 9-year-old son Oliver, and graduate student Angie 
Macias are tracking the nasty fungus, called Massospora 
cicadina. It is the only one on Earth that makes amphet- 
amine the drug called speed in a critter when it takes 
over. And yes, the fungus takes control over the cicada, 
makes them hypersexual, looking to spread the parasite 
as a sexually transmitted disease. 
“They’re zombies, completely at the mercy of the fun- 
gus,” said University of Connecticut cicada researcher 
John Cooley. 
This particular fungus has the largest known genome of 
any fungus. It has about 1.5 billion base pairs, about 30 
times longer than many of the more common fungi we 
know, Kasson said. q 


An intact female periodical cicada infected with the 
Massospora cicadina fungus is visible at Morton Arboretum on 
Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Lisle, Ill. 


Associated Press 


Collecting sex-crazed 
zombie cicadas on speed: 
Scientists track a bug- 
controlling super-sized 
fungus 
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y KAITLYN HUAMANI 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Lily Glad- 
stone knows the gravity sto- 
ries about what she calls the 
“epidemic” of missing and 
murdered Indigenous people 
have. But she also values hu- 
mor in telling those stories. 
In “Fancy Dance,” set for a 
limited theatrical release Fri- 
day and streaming release 
on Apple TV+ June 28, Glad- 
stone plays Jax, who has 
cared for her niece, Roki, 
since her sister’s disappear- 
ance on the Seneca-Cayuga 
reservation in Oklahoma. As 
the pair searches for their 
loved one and prepares for 
Roki’s upcoming powwow, 
they share moments of un- 
expected levity baked into 
the emotional story. “You 
would be very hard pressed 
to find any Indigenous person 
in North America today that 
is not touched by an element 
of the story very personally,” 
Gladstone said in a recent 
interview with The Associated 
Press. “We all know an MMIP 
(Missing and Murdered Indig- 
enous Person). It’s something 
that we all collectively kind 
of grieve and work to fix. … 
We stick together and we 
survive through it by being 
funny, by finding humor in it.” 


Newcomer Isabel Deroy-Ol- 
son, who stars alongside Glad- 
stone as Roki, said the film’s 
humor helps the audience get 
through the heavier moments 
of the story which was also 
true for the actors. “With all 
of us having a pretty similar 
sense of humor, we brought 
that behind the scenes, too, 
as a way to kind of lift each 
other up, and that’s so true in 
all of our communities,” she 
said. “We just we like to laugh 


with each other. Showing that 
both on and off screen was 
really important to us.” 
“You have to keep joy, you 
have to keep laughter, and 
you have to keep our opti- 
mism in order to survive an 
ongoing genocide,” said 
director and co-writer Eri- 
ca Tremblay. Named after 
Jacqueline “Jax” Agtuca, 
who works for the National 
Indigenous Women’s Re- 
source Center, Gladstone’s 


character grows frustrated 
with the lack of attention or 
care authorities put towards 
her sister’s case and turns to 
her community for help in 
the search. Gladstone said 
amplifying this kind of story 
on screen without it being 
“shoved down anybody’s 
throat” can inspire change. 
“By being and embodying a 
character, a person who’s go- 
ing through the steps of doing 
that work, you’re inviting the 


audience into that perspec- 
tive, into that world where 
they get to learn about the 
jurisdictional loopholes and 
the inequities in society that 
are creating the obstacles 
for the characters they’re 
rooting for,” she said. 
“You learn about that obsta- 
cle in a way that you have a 
desire to change it, instead 
of just hearing about it in a 
PowerPoint presentation or 
as a talking point on a news 
segment that you’re going to 
fast forward through because 
you’re more interested in what 
the score was for your team,” 
Gladstone continued. 
While movies and shows 
have broached the subject 
of missing Indigenous people 
before, they’ve often been 
criticized for coming up short 
in accurately and respectfully 
depicting the issue or don’t 
reach a wide audience. 
Taylor Sheridan, co-creator 
of Paramount hit “Yellow- 
stone,” wrote and directed 
one of the very few widely 
distributed films about the 
topic with 2017’s “Wind River.” 
ABC’s 2022 drama “Alaska 
Daily” also explored violence 
against Native women and 
the lack of attention paid to 
their cases, but was canceled 
after one season. q 


By JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr. 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Swizz 
Beatz and Timbaland are 
bringing the “Verzuz” se- 
ries back with a new ma- 
jor platform for viewers to 
watch musicians face off in 
a song-against-song battle. 
The legendary producers 
announced 
Wednesday 
that Verzuz cemented an 
exclusive partnership for in- 
dependent distribution with 
the social media site X. 
Swizz Beatz said he’s look- 
ing forward to the new 
chapter for Verzuz, which 
became popular during 
the coronavirus pandemic. 
“Not only are we excited 
to have Verzuz on X, we’re 
excited to help X build 
the biggest entertainment 
company in the world,” he 
said in statement before he 


thanked several X execu- 
tives including owner Elon 
Musk for believing in their vi- 
sion. “We can’t wait to get 
back to work.” 


Both companies agreed 
on a “mutually beneficial 
alliance” where Swizz Beatz 
and Timbaland maintain 
full ownership and creative 


control, while X receives ex- 
clusive distribution rights. 
Timbaland said he’s thrilled 
to expand their viewership 
through X, which has more 
than 300 millions monthly 
active users. Viewers will be 
able to watch “Verzuz” for 
free. 
“Our goal has always been 
to bring Verzuz to the world 
which we can now do big- 
ger than ever,” he said. 
“Verzuz” came to life in 
2020 after a friendly com- 
petition 
between 
Swizz 
Beatz and Timbaland on 
social media started off 
to entertain homebound 
fans during the pandemic. 
But their platform eventu- 
ally evolved into a place 
where some of music’s 
biggest 
stars 
competed 
against each other in the 
same fashion. 


The series had grown from 
a novel event to bridging 
music’s past and present. It 
began on Instagram Live to 
having in-person battles in 
front of an audience. 
Some of the most epic 
battles have included John 
Legend vs. Alicia Keys, 
Erykah Badu vs. Jill Scott, 
Gladys 
Knight 
vs. 
Patti 
LaBelle, Gucci Mane vs. 
Jeezy, Brandy vs. Monica 
and Snoop Dogg vs. DMX. 
An April battle between 
Babyface vs. Teddy Riley 
ended abruptly due to au- 
dio issues but was complet- 
ed another night. 
The series was acquired 
by Triller in 2021, but Swizz 
Beatz and Timbaland sued 
the social video platform 
company for breach of 
contract. The producers 
settled with Triller in 2022.q 


Director Erica Tremblay, left, Lily Gladstone, right, and Isabel Deroy-Olson pose for a portrait to 
promote the film “Fancy Dance” on Sunday, June 16, 2024, in New York. 
Associated Press 


‘Fancy Dance’ with Lily Gladstone balances heartbreak, humor in 
story of a missing Indigenous woman 


Inductee Timbaland performs at the Songwriters Hall of Fame 
Induction and Awards Gala at the New York Marriott Marquis 
Hotel on Thursday, June 13, 2024, in New York. 
Associated Press 


‘Verzuz’ will return after Swizz Beatz, Timbaland lock in new 
distribution partnership with X 
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By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 
The Detroit Pistons fired 
coach Monty Williams on 
Wednesday after just one 
season that ended with an 
NBA-worst 14-68 record. 
“Decisions like these are dif- 
ficult to make, and I want 
to thank Monty for his hard 
work and dedication,” Pis- 
tons owner Tom Gores said 
in a statement. “Coaching 
has many dynamic chal- 
lenges that emerge during 
a season and Monty always 
handled those with grace. 
However, after reviewing 
our performance carefully 
and assessing our current 
position as an organization, 
we will chart a new course 
moving forward.” 
Last season was the first in 


what was a six-year, $78.5 
million contract for Williams 
one that, at the time, was 
the richest ever given to an 
NBA coach. The team start- 


ed a front office rebuild 
when the season ended, 
including the hiring of Tra- 
jan Langdon as president of 
basketball operations, the 


departure of general man- 
ager Troy Weaver and now 
a vacancy at head coach. 
The firing continues a wildly 
strange run for Williams. In 
2021, as coach of the Suns, 
he went to the NBA Finals, 
where Phoenix led 2-0 be- 
fore falling in six games to 
Milwaukee. In 2022, he was 
the NBA’s coach of the 
year in runaway voting. In 
2023, the Suns fired him and 
now, in 2024, the Pistons 
have done the same. 
The record for total value 
of a coaching contract has 
since been eclipsed; Mi- 
ami gave Erik Spoelstra an 
eight-year extension worth 
$120 million earlier this year. 
This was, by any measure, 
a disaster of a season for 
the Pistons. They started 


2-1 and didn’t win anoth- 
er game for the next two 
months. 
A 28-game losing streak, 
the longest ever in a single 
season in NBA history and 
tied for the longest ever 
when factoring in multiple 
seasons, turned the season 
into a debacle. The Pistons’ 
longest winning streak was 
two games (done on three 
occasions) and the roster 
was constantly in flux. De- 
troit used 31 different play- 
ers over the course of the 
season and 36 different 
starting lineups and lost 39 
times by double digits. 
The vacancy in Detroit is 
the third active one in the 
NBA, with Cleveland and 
the Los Angeles Lakers still 
seeking coaches.q 


Detroit Pistons head coach Monty Williams looks on during the 
first half of an NBA basketball game against the Washington 
Wizards, Friday, March 29, 2024, in Washington. 


Associated Press 


Detroit Pistons fire coach Monty Williams after one season that 
ended with NBA’s worst record 


By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Sports Writer 
FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) 
— Florida coach Paul Mau- 
rice sat behind a micro- 
phone again on Wednes- 
day, giving his daily news 
conference even though 
basically nothing new had 
happened in the 13 hours 
between then and the last 
time he spoke to reporters. 
He took a bunch of ques- 
tions. He also had one to 
ask. 
“How can I be the only per- 
son in a decent mood here 
today?” Maurice asked, 
sort of rhetorically, sort of 
seriously. 
Yes, the Panthers have lost 
their last two games and 
gotten embarrassed in one 
of them. Yes, they’ve wast- 
ed two chances to win the 
Stanley Cup. Yes, a 3-0 lead 
in the title series against the 
Edmonton Oilers is down 
to 3-2, after the Panthers 
lost Game 5 on home ice 
5-3 on Tuesday night. Yes, 
Game 6 is in Edmonton on 
Friday night and, yes, Oilers 
star Connor McDavid just 
had back-to-back games 
the likes of which have nev- 
er been seen in the Cup fi- 
nal before. 
No, that doesn’t mean the 
Panthers are worried about 


wilting under pressure. 
“You’re going to think I’m 
lying to you,” Maurice said. 
“I’m more comfortable. I 
understand the feeling of 
3-2 because most series are 
like that; 3-0 is more of an 
aberration, isn’t it? Pressure. 
I think we think about these 
things possibly differently 
and I’m not sure I would 
agree with the assessment 
that the pressure has shift- 
ed so heavily to us.” 


Forget the on-ice mat- 
ters for a moment. Just 
about every historical stat 
that Maurice can show his 
team before it boards an- 
other flight to Edmonton 
on Thursday says the trends 
over time show that Florida 
should be liking its chances: 
The Panthers won Game 
1. Game 1 winners win the 
Cup 76% of the time. 
They led the series 2-0. 
Teams in that situation win 


the Cup at a 91% rate. 
They led the series 3-0. The 
Cup rate there: 96%. 
They led 3-1. Cup rate in 
that situation: 97%. 
They lead 3-2. Cup rate 
in that situation: 81%. Af- 
ter getting outscored 13-1 
from late in Game 3 to 
basically midway through 
Game 5, after losing 8-1 
in their last trip to Edmon- 
ton and falling at home on 
Tuesday night, the Panthers 


still lead the series. Nobody, 
if offered the chance to be 
in this spot on the first day 
of camp back in the fall, 
would have declined. 
“It’s still 3-2,” Maurice said. 
Sure, Edmonton has done 
what it must do. It has 
fended 
off 
elimination 
twice. It has sent the series 
back to Alberta and will 
have a chance in front of 
its own rowdy, delirious, 
Cup-starved fans to try to 
force the ultimate a Game 
7 in Florida that would be 
played Monday night. The 
Panthers are tipping their 
caps, yet they still believe 
they can make the change 
they need to finish this thing 
off. “I think we were grip- 
ping the sticks a little tight,” 
Panthers forward Sam Ben- 
nett acknowledged after 
Game 5. “We wanted it 
a little too bad tonight. ... 
We’ve just got to win one 
game. It’s as simple as 
that.” There are most cer- 
tainly things for the Pan- 
thers to clean up. Nobody 
was pleased with how, on 
the heels of losing 8-1, they 
got into a 3-0 hole to start 
things in Game 5. They 
have been outscored on 
their own power plays 2-1, 
which is inexcusable on a 
number of levels. q 


Florida Panthers head coach Paul Maurice stands during the first period of Game 5 of the NHL 
hockey Stanley Cup Finals against the Edmonton Oilers, Tuesday, June 18, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. 


Associated Press 


Pressure? Panthers know they’ve made mistakes but still lead 
Oilers in the Stanley Cup Final 
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By JOSH DUBOW 
AP Sports Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Long after “The Catch” 
and his 660 home runs, and 
the daring sprints around 
the bases with his hat fall- 
ing off, Willie Mays could 
still command a room like 
no other. 
Mays was a frequent visitor 
to the downtown ballpark 
in San Francisco at 24 Willie 
Mays Plaza with his statue 
outside the stadium. He 
would often hold court with 
his 
contemporaries 
and 
the younger generation of 
players who hung on every 
word said by a player they 
were too young to have 
ever watched play. 
His 
commanding 
voice 


Willie Mays, left, is joined by former San Francisco Giants’ Orlando Cepeda, right, Willie McCovey 
and Juan Marichal, front, before Game 3 of the World Series between the Giants and the Anaheim 
Angels in San Francisco,Oct. 22, 2002. 


Associated Press 


Willie Mays Appreciation: The ‘Say Hey Kid’ inspired generations 
with talent and exuberance 


and high-pitched laugh 
were recognizable any- 
where. He was simply the 
“Say Hey Kid” from his days 
patrolling center field at 
the Polo Grounds in the 
1950s, when baseball ruled 
New York City, to his death 
at age 93 on Tuesday af- 
ternoon.As Hall of Famer 
Ken Griffey Jr. said: “He’ll 
always be the godfather 
of all center fielders.” 
There may be players who 
hit more home runs, won 
more Gold Gloves, had 
more hits and captured 
more World Series titles 
than Mays. But there never 
was and probably never 
will be a player as daz- 
zling and entertaining as 
he was for more than two 
decades on both coasts. 
With a hat too small so 
it flew off his head as he 
raced around the field and 
his signature basket catch- 
es, Mays was a showman 
who could do it all as the 
consummate 
“five-tool 
player.” Perhaps no one 
combined the ability to 
hit for both average and 
power, to run the bases, 
field and throw like Mays 
did during his career spent 
mostly with the Giants in 
New York and San Fran- 
cisco. 
“Willie could do everything 
from the day he joined 
the Giants,” Hall of Fame 
manager 
Leo 
Durocher 
said. “Mays could do all 
the things you look for in 
a player better than any- 
body I ever saw.” 
While Joe DiMaggio fa- 
mously insisted on being 
introduced as the “Great- 
est Living Ballplayer” until 
he died in 1999, that title 
had really been held by 
Mays for more than a half- 
century. 
The numbers are stagger- 
ing: 660 homers, 3,293 hits, 
6,080 total bases, 2,068 
runs scored, two MVPs, 
and 24 All-Star games de- 
spite missing nearly two full 
seasons serving in the Ko- 
rean War. 
There were also 12 Gold 
Gloves even though the 
award wasn’t even hand- 
ed out his first five seasons 
in the majors.q 


